Nurses' attitudes toward caring for patients with acquired immunodeficiency syndrome.
The purpose of this study was to examine nurses' attitudes toward caring for patients with acquired immunodeficiency syndrome (AIDS) and factors that might be related to these attitudes. One hundred thirty-eight (138) registered nurses responded to an anonymous mail survey. The survey instrument assessed the subjects' attitudes toward caring for AIDS patients along five dimensions: (1) fears and concerns relating to caring for AIDS patients, (2) attitudes toward health care utilization by AIDS patients, (3) attitudes toward caring for terminally ill patients, (4) attitudes toward homosexuality, and (5) attitudes of significant others toward AIDS patients. The data obtained were analyzed using frequency distributions, independent t tests, and analysis of variance. Results of this study indicated that educational background is not related to nurses' attitudes toward caring for patients with AIDS; however, nurses who have had experience caring for patients with AIDS have more positive attitudes towards health care utilization by AIDS patients (P < .05) and more positive attitudes toward homosexuality (P < .04) than nurses who have not cared for AIDS patients.